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Study on color culture of traditional costume for thirty years
LIU Jiaojiao' > LIANG Hui’ &’
(1. Jiangsu Research Center for Inrangible Cultural Heritage Jiangnan University Wuxi 214122 China;

2. Art and Design Research Center Wuxi Institute of Technology Wuxi 214121 China)
Abstract: Due to the limitation of dyeing technology in ancient China rare colors were exclusively enjoyed by a few
influential official classes. Therefore clothing color was used as a political symbol by feudal rulers to distinguish
nobility and inferiority. With the disappearance of class society costume color in modern society has gradually
changed into a personality label emphasizing oneself but the traditional color aesthetics in Chinese consciousness
presents a recessive state. More and more local designers use traditional color culture for design innovation. Facing
the impact of foreign culture on national culture in the process of globalization the theoretical study of costume color
culture is not enough. This study collated and classified the works and papers of the color culture in the last thirty
years. According to the research perspective the study of colors was divided into six aspects: costume color system
aesthetic taste of costume color national costume color costume color word geographical costume color and
traditional dyeing technique. The paper points out the deficiency of the research status and the prospect of future
research. This paper lays a foundation for studying the current color economy of clothing exploring clothing color
brand and inheriting the essence of color culture of traditional Chinese costume.

Key words: costume color; traditional color; color culture; the status quo; prospect
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